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The Commands of Our Lord

“Endure to the End”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Mark 13:13 “And you will be hated by all on account of My name, but the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved.”
How do you like that promise from Jesus?  Come to me and you will be hated by everyone because of My name!  This will really draw the crowds!  But there is a great promise in that if we endure to the end we will be saved.  What is it that we must endure?  We must endure the hatred that comes to us from everyone because of the name of Jesus.  When He says that only those who endure to the end will be saved does that mean that we have to endure with only our strength, fortitude, etc?  I am very thankful that such a promise does not depend upon me only.  Here is another verse that also seems to be saying that my salvation depends upon me:

1Tim 4:16 “Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things; for as you do this you will insure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you.” 
But the Bible is clear that the Lord preserves us so that we may persevere:

Psalms 31:23 “love the Lord, all you His godly ones! The Lord preserves the faithful, And fully recompenses the proud doer.”

Psalms 97:10 “Hate evil, you who love the Lord, Who preserves the souls of His godly ones; He delivers them from the hand of the wicked.”

Psalms 116:6 “The Lord preserves the simple; I was brought low, and He saved me.”

Prov 2:8 “Guarding the paths of justice, And He preserves the way of His godly ones.”

Over many years of observing, I have seen many people who seemed to be Christians fall away from the faith.  By that phrase “fall away from the faith”, I certainly do not mean that they lost their justification.  They “fell away” because they were never really “in the faith”.  They were like those that John told us about:
1John 2:19 “They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, in order that it might be shown that they all are not of us.”

Sometimes we can immediately tell the sheep from the wolves:

1John 4:6 “We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.”

But often people will pretend to listen and it is not until later that we see that they do not endure and thus they were never of us.  We will only know who is actually in the true and invisible church when life is over.  It may be tempting to want to remove the wolves from the sheep fold but Jesus addressed that enticement.  He told a parable involving people who observed tares growing among the wheat and they asked if they should rid the field of the tares.  
Matt 13:27 “And the slaves of the landowner came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?'

Matt 13:28 "And he said to them, 'An enemy has done this!' And the slaves said to him, 'Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?'

Matt 13:29 "But he said, 'No; lest while you are gathering up the tares, you may root up the wheat with them.

Matt 13:30 'Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn."' "

It is often heartbreaking to find out that someone we thought was a brother or sister in Christ is not one of us.  People may pretend to fit into a church body when it suits their purposes.  We must be discerning but we must realize that we cannot read anyone else’s heart.  However, Jesus did tell us that we will know them by their fruits (Matt 7:13-23).  These verses end with the terrible warning that some people will be self-deceived concerning their relationship with Jesus so we should be alert to people who concern us regarding their salvation and talk openly to them about the Gospel.  
Those of us with an enduring spirit may take comfort in knowing that God is preserving us so that we will persevere and be welcomed to His side one day.  Praise the Lord!  
